
Presbytery of the Northwest Coast 
Minutes of the 27th Stated Mee�ng 

October 26, 2023 
All times Pacific Daylight - Attachments are indicated by endnotes in the text 

   

The mee�ng was held at St. James Presbyterian Church, Bellingham, WA and online. The 
following gatherings were held at 4:00 p.m. in person prior to the mee�ng:  
Workshop: KHNLU Overture - Apologies and Repara�on  
Workshop: Become PCUSA Earth Care Congrega�ons as Expressions of God's Love 
 

Dinner was served at 5:00pm by our hosts St. James Church 
 

Worship 
Worship commenced at 6:00 p.m. Worship and music was provided by Rev. Seth Thomas and 

members of St James Presbyterian Church. Rev. Seth Thomas preached and presided at the Lord’s Table. 
The offering was designated for the Ka�e Allen Scholarship Fund. 
 

Business Mee�ng 
 

The mee�ng of the presbytery convened at 6:35 p.m. with prayer by Co-Moderator Rev. Becca 
Niemeyer. Rev. Laura Terasaki was appointed Clerk Pro-Tem. A quorum was present; the roll is atached. 
The agenda was approved as amended. The minutes of the previous mee�ng had been approved by the 
presbytery’s standing rule and posted on the presbytery website. Guests and first �me commissioners 
were introduced. 
 

Elec�on of the Stated Clerk 
The Nomina�ng Commitee reported the following resolu�on, “Resolved, That the Rev. Lillian Pak, a 
member in good standing of Inland Northwest Presbytery, be elected as Stated Clerk for a three year 
term commencing upon elec�on.” The resolu�on was APPROVED. The body prayed for the ministry of 
Rev. Pak. 
 

Execu�ve Presbyter Report 
Execu�ve Presbyter Rev. Laura Terasaki Introduced Rev. John Park as the New Worshipping 

Communi�es Coordinator. He in turn shared a few words of gree�ng to the body.  
Director Dionna Bennet (Director of Campbell Farms) was also introduced. Execu�ve Presbyter explained 
the strengthening of our presbytery’s rela�onship with Campbell Farms.  

EP was happy to announce the presbytery staff is now full and an�cipates this upcoming year as 
a transi�onal one.  

EP shared a video of the response from Richard Peterson, President of Central council of the 
Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska at the service of acknowledgement and apology at Kunéix Hídi 
Northern Light United Church in Juneau on Oct. 8, 2023. 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
2024 Opera�ng Budgeti-The financial reports were distributed with the agenda and were briefly 

reviewed by Treasurer Mat Appel. Co-moderator Mat Paul reported the following resolu�on from the 
Execu�ve Board “Resolved, That 2024 budget and per capita be adopted, including a per capita 
appor�onment of $55.05 per member, ($45.00 for presbytery $0.25 for Synod [probable], and $9.80 for 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/h038jk8m3fpt97uugw87p/CV-for-Stated-Clerk-LPak-2023.pdf?rlkey=pda0otd8x2c2a6m8nrm0l54e8&dl=0


General Assembly); acknowledging that the 2024-2027 budgets in the atachment are pro forma 
forecasts and will be revised as needed each year.”  The resolu�on was APPROVED. 
 

GA Commissioners 
 
The Execu�ve Board recommended the resolu�on: “Resolved, That the Rev. Joshua Nam be elected as 
the Teaching Elder Commissioner and Elder Sam Dechter, of FPC Kennewick be elected as the Ruling 
Elder Commissioner to the 226th General Assembly.” The resolu�on was APPROVED.  
 
Co-moderator Mat Paul asked for nomina�ons of YA Delegates. There were none.  

Nomina�ng Commitee 
 

Co-Moderator Mat Paul reported the following resolu�on ITEM 3. “Resolved, That those nominated in 
the report be elected” There were no further nomina�ons The resolu�on to elect was APPROVED. The 
resul�ng 2024 roster of commissions, commitees and officers is atached.ii 
 

Execu�ve Board 
 

Co-Moderators Mat Paul and Becca Niemeyer reported the summary of Board ac�ons since the 
last mee�ng, compiled from the minutes:  
• The Campbell Farm Advisory Board was dissolved to be replaced by a Task Force; Director 

Dionna Bennet declared a presbytery employee repor�ng to the EP & accountable to the Board.  
• The presbytery seeks and will hire an asset (property) manager.  
• The property of the former Everson church is being listed for sale.  
• The full text of the Board Minutes can be found here.  
 

Discussion was shared regarding the crea�on of a Property Oversight Commitee. 
 

Examina�ons 
 

The Examina�on Team of COM reported the following resolu�ons:  
“Resolved, That Rebecca Kiser, Honorably Re�red, of New Harmony Presbytery, be received as a 

member.”  
“Resolved, That Peter Strong, of Pacific Presbytery, be received as a member to serve in the 

validated ministry of Chaplain, Everet Providence Hospice.”  
Ques�ons were posed by members of the presbytery. A mo�on to end the examina�on was 

approved. A�er excusing the candidates and discussion, mo�ons regarding each candidate were taken 
up separately.  

 
The resolu�on to receive Rebecca Kiser was APPROVED. 
The resolu�on to receive Peter Strong was APPROVED. 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

Revs. Ensminger, Kiser, Strong and Pak were humorously quizzed about trivia by Rev. Mat Paul. 
All of them passed marvelously with the support and encouragement of the presbytery, who then 
prayed for them and their ministries. 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/c31r272cxwy30o3qcbi6v/Joshua-Nam-2024-GA-Application-Teaching-Ruling-Elder-Commissioner.pdf?rlke
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/y4t2ozaob87ylj0lem69c/06e37776-065f-4bb1-b9c7-962491ca4331.pdf?rlkey=9dwc0zfx2bi0sk6752dhc9g5v&d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jqbquyciz82pwp75wwg72/Nominating-Committee-Report-2023-10-26.pdf?rlkey=6yr37ilu8nj7o6q4exavdx01g
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/g36u8ixdwaweib0fjqfs4/Kiser-Rebecca-Papers.pdf?rlkey=8b3eqvwl3kypch0ez3cz6klk9&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/szo4tjqdya3jma4o35ygr/2022-06-26-Strong-Peter-Member-Application-Summary.pdf?rlkey=h18h72c2674y0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/4jxddoa76tkie39nj6526/Ensminger-CV.pdf?rlkey=byf380vinadai6m0w9muagvx9&dl=0


Commission on Ministry 
 

Rev. Elizabeth Shen O’Connor, Moderator, presented the following resolu�ons:   
Oak Harbor Korean – “Resolved, That Elder Jeikyoung Yi, of Oak Harbor Korean PC. be exempt 

from limita�on of terms to serve in the class of 2026 per G-2.0404.“ A�er discussion, the resolu�on was 
approved. 

 
Presbytery Minimum Salary Increase – “Resolved, That the presbytery minimum compensa�on 

requirements for the annual cash salary plus housing allowance be increased as follows: ‘Western 
Washington & Alaska, Urban & Suburban, AK - $51,000  $52,000 (Salary + Housing); Eastern Washington, 
Urban and Suburban - $45,800. $46,800.” A�er discussion, the resolu�on was approved. 2024 
Recommended COLA for those serving in pastoral rela�onships is 3.2%  
 
For informa�on: 
Delegated Ac�ons Reported to the Presbytery 

Pastoral Rela�onships & Transi�ons, by congregation 
 Lord of Glory – The church’s Ministry Discernment Profile (MDP formerly MIF) was approved in June.  
Permission was given to the session to call a congrega�onal mee�ng to elect and PNC.  A candidate for 
pastor has been selected and will be presented for elec�on upon COM approval. 
 
 Kunéix Hidi NLUC/Enminger – The Rev. Charles Ensminger of the UMC has been appointed as pastor 
by the UMC District per the church’s bylaws.  He was examined and received Sept. 7th as a “temporary 
member of the presbytery period during his period of service” per G-2.0506. 
 
 Oak Harbor Korean – the congrega�on has been given permission to fill its pastoral vacancy per G-
2.0801; to call a congrega�onal mee�ng to elect a PNC. 
 
 Adams, Thomas – Request and was granted Honorably Re�red status as of Dec. 1st 2023. 
 
 Cook, Bruce – Request and was granted Honorably Re�red status as of Oct. 2nd 
 
 Delaney, Amy – Was received by the Presbytery of Cascades May 25th; was dismissed by the Stated 
Clerk upon no�ce Oct. 4th.  
 
 Emory, Larry – was granted Honorably Re�red status as of June 28, 2023. 
 
 Higgens, Robert – The ac�on of the session of Cascade View PC to honor the Rev. Robert Higgins 
with the �tle of Pastor Emeritus was affirmed. 
 
 Krauss/Validated – Laura Krauss was granted permission to serve outside the jurisdic�on of this 
church in the validated ministry of interim pastor at the American Church of Berlin, Germany.   
 
 Mikelson, Heather – Heather Mikelson, who has been serving the Church of Scotland the past 
several years, accepted a call as co-pastor of the Oaksdale Community Presbyterian Church and was 
dismissed to the Presbytery of the Inland Northwest effect Oct. 11, 2022. 



 
 Strong, Dean – Dean Strong was granted Honorable Re�red status as of October 26, 2023. 
 
 

Commission on Prepara�on for Ministry 
Moderator Rev. Neil Trainer reported the following items:  
Annual Consulta�ons & con�nua�on in the prepara�on process was approved by the 

Commission on Prepara�on for Ministry:  
• Inquirer Tracey Maycock, of Sunnyside PC, Aug. 24th.   
• Candidate William Whitney, of FPC Snohomish, Sept. 28th.  
• Candidate Linda Erickson, of Calvin PC, June 22nd.  
• Candidate Ba Wool Kim, of Community Church of Seatle, July 27th.  

 
Announcements 

• Cascade View Everet celebrates their 60th anniversary of chartering on Nov. 5, 2023.  
• Birthdays were celebrated.  
• Tall Timber Winter Family Camp.  
• Thank you for interpreter work provided by Younghee Kim. 
• Campbell Farms will launch a new website and prayerfully consider contribu�ng to the farm.  
• Thank you to host church and a marvelous meal. 

 
Adjourn 

Co-moderator Mat Paul closed the mee�ng with prayer at 8:24pm. 
 
 
 
Rev. Lillian Pak  
Stated Clerk 
 
Atachments: 
Roll & Atendance. 
2024 Roster of Commissions, Commitees & Officers. 
2024 Opera�ng Budget. 
 

 
i 2024 Opera�ng Budget. 
ii 2024 Roster of Commissions, Commitees and Officers. 


